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INTRODUCTION 

Seymour Cray was an ERA/UNIVAC employee from the summer of 1951 until 

1958 when he was hired by the Control Data Corporation (CDC).  Pages two, 

three, and four hereunder are images of his mini biography as submitted to the 

Minnesota Inventors’ Hall of Fame circa 2013.  These page images are foot-

noted; https://mninventor.org/copy-of-2014-s-scott-crump.  The electronic file 

had been sent to editor Lowell Benson by his HS classmate,  a former Cray Co. 

service engineer who had worked at several NSA facilities.   

Mark Greenia, chief editor for the Computer History Archives Project, 

generated a timeline of the ERA 1st computers showing much of what was 

happening in 50's.  This second half of this decade wide diagram covers most 

of Seymour’s time with ERA/UNIVAC.  

 

Note that the ATLAS II (1103) development was on going in the middle of 1951 

when Mr. Cray was hired.  Page 5 hereunder has comments about the few 

inaccuracies of the Cray paper associated with this computer type.  

The few ERA factual errors by the author of this mini biography should not 

diminish Mr. Cray’s renown status as the father of supercomputing!   

 

https://mninventor.org/copy-of-2014-s-scott-crump
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COMMENTS 

✓ Paper page 1, 7th paragraph: “There were no computers around when 

Seymour joined ERA in 1951 at age 26.”   

Error 1: Apparently, Mr. Cray did not have the security clearance to learn that ERA had delivered 

the ATLAS (ERA 1101) in December 1950, nor had he heard of the UNIVAC I demonstrated by 

Eckert Mauchley Computer Corporation in March 1951 in Philadelphia.   

✓ Paper page 1, 7th paragraph:” Barely a year and half after Seymour 

joined the company, he was regarded as an expert in digital computer 

technology and was made project engineer for the UNIVAC (Universal 

Automatic Computer) 1103, the first electronically digital computer to 

be used for ordinary business applications.”   

Error 2: Project engineer – A year and a half after June 1951 would have been December 1952 or 

January 1953.  The Orbit company newsletter February 20, 1953 was a public announcement of 

the Type 1103 [www.vipclubmn.org/Articles/ERA1103Announced.pdf]; although the then 

classified Task 29 ATLAS II development had started early in 1950.  The Orbit wrote: “Plans for 

two new ultra-high speed general purpose electronic digital computer systems have just been 

announced by ERA and Remington Rand Inc. … Project Engineers Assigned – Thus far, only key 

personnel have been assigned to the project which will operate under the Director of Telecomputing 

Systems, Dr. Arnold A. Cohen.  They include Frank C. Mulaney, project supervisor; and Noel T. 

Stone and Robert P. Murnane project engineers.” 

A question.  Could Mr. Cray have been project engineer for the 1103A or the 1105?  This editor has 

found no confirmation documents.  

Error 3: As shown by this plaque, the 

EMCC UNIVAC I was the first business 

computer.  The first two ATLAS II (1103s) 

were used for cryptography by NSA’s 

predecessor.   

✓ Paper page 1, 8th 

paragraph: “The first one 

{1103} was sold to the Air 

Force in 1953 at Eglin Air 

Force Base (Florida) for use in 

its ballistic missile program.”   

Error 4: Unisys Fellow Ron Q. Smith listed commercial computer deliveries from the 1101 in 1950 

to 1107 units in the 60s; www.vipclubmn.org/EngDocImg/CommlCustomers.pdf.  The first two 

1103s were ‘Task Entry #’, i.e. ATLAS II machines!  The 1103 Air Force sale may have happened 

in 1953, however the delivery to Eglin was 1103 S/N 2 in January 1955.  Early deliveries were: 

http://www.vipclubmn.org/Articles/ERA1103Announced.pdf
http://www.vipclubmn.org/EngDocImg/CommlCustomers.pdf
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• 1103TE29 U.S. Navy Washington, DC Sep 1953  

• 1103TE32 U.S. Navy Washington, DC Nov 1954  

• 1103-1 Consolidated Vultee Aircraft San Diego, CA Sep 1954  

• 1103-2 U.S. Air Force-Eglin AFB Eglin AFB, FL Jan 1955  

✓ Paper page 2, paragraph 1. “It was one of the first computers to replace 

hot, bulky vacuum tubes with smaller, cooler transistors.”  

Error 5: Mr. Cray had earlier done some of the TRANSTEC transistor circuit design that became a 

technology baseline for the 24-bit ATHENA computer.  Then Seymour had been a member of the 

UNIVAC AN/USQ-17 development team and led the AN/USQ-20 logic design – both of which 

used germanium transistors for the first Navy standard computers.  So, CDC 1604 was Mr. Cray’s 

fourth transistor computer experience.   

 

Comments are always welcome; webmaster@vipclubmn.org or 

la.gj.benson@comcast.net.    

mailto:webmaster@vipclubmn.org
mailto:la.gj.benson@comcast.net

