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Wednesday, July 01 No Board Meeting  
Wednesday, July 08 No Program        

 
Wednesday, August 05 Board Meeting, Roseville 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, August 12 Roseville, Program & Social Time  7:00 p.m. 

 
 

 
 

AUGUST PROGRAM: ROSEVILLE  

 

ñBe alert, Be wise, Be savvyò is the title of our August 

program.  The presenter will be Beverly Gherity, the 

Senior Outreach Program Manager for the Better 

Business Bureau (BBB). Bev has been with the Better 

Business Bureau of MN and ND for 23 years. Recently 

she has developed the BBBôs senior program, called 

Silver Sage, and is dedicated to sharing her experiences 

and knowledge about common issues, scams and 

schemes that specifically target the senior population. 

She also talks about the Better Business Bureauôs 

mission and goals, how to resolve complaints with a 

company and how to use the BBB services if necessary.   
 

Bev is a St. Paul native although her family moved north 

several times hitting Milaca, Mora, and then Biwabik 

(although never fleeing across the northern border).  At 

that time the desire for ñcivilizationò beckoned, and the 

obvious choices were Winnipeg and St. Paul.  Bev 

returned to St. Paul, and although trained as a musician, 

she landed a job at the BBB in St. Paul, a stoneôs throw 

from old Plant 1.  In fact Bev had a cousin who worked 

in Plant 1.  She is dynamic and enthusiastic about 

protecting vulnerable seniors who unfortunately often 

become the victims of endless scams.  She hears daily of 

the tricks and temptations used on seniors who often call 

the BBB when itôs too late.  A recent complaint: ñI sent 

my $100 application fee for the grant, but they never sent 

me the grant money.ò We can all learn a lot from her 

program, for ourselves and for friends and relatives who 

may be in the risk group. 

 

SEPTEMBER PROGRAM: EAGAN  

 

Dr. Tom Misa, director of the Charles Babbage Institute 

at the University of Minnesota, has just concluded a year 

long series of talks on the ñHidden History of Computing 

in Minnesota.ò  He has agreed to present the Hidden 

Historyôs "Origins in the Engineering Research 

Associates" on September 9
th
.  Come and hear about the 

very significant role of our founding company, ERA.  As 

Tom examines the pioneering efforts of ERA, he will 

address the question:  Did a Minnesota start-up company 

create the countryôs first stored-program computer?  

Organized in 1946, this St. Paul company was a seed-bed 

of innovative technologies and computer designs. ERA 

also helped create the modern computer industry, 

evolving into the Univac Division of Sperry-Rand as 

well as spinning off the notable Control Data 

Corporation. This talk surveys ERAôs accomplishments 

and discusses its legacy in shaping modern computing. 

 
MEETING & EVENT DATES 2009  
Date     Time    Location  Activity                    
May. 13 7:00 p.m.   Eagan Program - Social Time 
June 10 4:00 p.m.    Park            VIP Club Picnic 
July 08     No Meeting 
Aug. 12 7:00 p.m.    Rsvl  Program - Social Time 
Sept. 09 7:00 p.m.    Eagan  Program - Social Time 
Oct. 14 6.30 a.m.    Rsvl  Desert & Program 

Nov. 11    7:00 p.m.    Eagan   Program ï Social time 

Dec. 10     5:45 p.m.   USAF   Christmas Party 

Note: Rsvl = Roseville, Eagan = Eagan Community 

Center, Park = Highland Park Pavilion, USAF = 

NCO Club at U.S. Air Force Base off Hwy 62 
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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE 

From: Tom Turba  
 

The annual picnic at Highland Park was a great success.  

Although the weather looked threatening in the morning, 

it turned into perfect weather for a picnic in the 

afternoon.  We had a wide and tasty variety of food 

brought in by everyone and the Angus burgers cooked by 

Jim and Paul were delicious.  The best part of the picnic 

was just getting together with old friends, sharing 

memories, and talking about the good old days.  Thanks 

to everyone who helped make it possible by getting 

everything there, setting up the shelter, putting out the 

food and cleaning up afterward.  A special thanks goes to 

Jim Larson who for the third year in a row got up early 

on a cold January morning to go to downtown St. Paul to 

reserve the shelter.  For about 20 years, this job was done 

by Chuck Homan, who was pleasantly surprised to be 

recognized with the Member Emeritus award at the 

picnic.  Please see the article about him in this newsletter 

and enjoy the full-page picture spread from the picnic on 

pages 4 and 5.   
 

Dale Phelps is again lining up speakers for our program 

meetings.  A couple of those meetings you may 

especially want to attend.  In August we have Beverly 

Gherity, the Senior Outreach Program Manager for the 

Better Business Bureau (BBB).  Bevôs talk is titled ñBe 

alert, Be wise, Be savvyò.  In September we will have 

Tom Misa, director of the Charles Babbage Institute, talk 

about computer history in Minnesota.  Also, in October 

our pot-luck dinner is being replaced by ice cream and 

treats with an inside view of Cuba, from a trip I took to 

Havana as part of a Minnesota State Delegation. 

 

Respectfully, Tom Turba, VIP Club President. 

WELCOME NEW CLUB MEMBERS  
 

Cole, Merle H.    L         Apple Valley, MN. 

Devlaminck, Ghislain & Virginia  L   

                                               Apple Valley, MN. 

Olson, Dean & Mitzu     U               Eagan, MN. 

Grimm , Pam   L                   Bloomington, MN. 
 

U = Unisys  B = Burroughs  L  = Lockheed Martin  D = 

Unisys Defense Systems 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Brian Berggren (651-451-9009) &  

Joe Schwarz (651-698-9698)  

Address: VIP Club, 1486 Fairmount Ave, St Paul MN 

55105   e-mail:  vipclub2003@yahoo.com 

The Newsletter Editorial Staff: 
Bernie Jansen, e-mail bjskj@hotmail.com 

Richard Lundgren, e-mail rflundgr@aol.com 

Don Naaktgeboren, e-mail donfishn@yahoo.com 
 

DINING CLUBS & GROUPS  
 

Breakfast groups and get-togethers: 
One breakfast group meets monthly at 9:00 a.m. on the 

2nd Wednesday of each month at the Tri-City American 

Legion, Old Hwy 8, New Brighton.  Phone: 763-

416-3903. 
 

Another breakfast group meets monthly at 8:00 a.m. 
on the 1st Thursday of each month at Joseph's Grill, 140 
South Wabasha, (Wabasha and Plato) St. Paul.  Phone: 
651-222-2435.  
 

Luncheon Groups & Dinner Clubs: 
One Unisys Luncheon group meets monthly on the 

2nd Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. at the Old Country  

Buffet, Holly Shopping Center, located at University 

Ave. and Mississippi St. just north of I-694.  For 

information call 651-552-1465. 
 

Another Luncheon group (engineering/drafting) 

meets monthly on the 1st Tuesday at 11:00 a.m. at the 

Old Country Buffet at 2000 S. Robert, West St. Paul.  

For information call 651-456-0750. 
 

And another Luncheon group (Unisys and Burroughs) 

meets monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 11:30 a.m. at the 

Mall of America 3rd floor North Food Court.  We sit at 

the tables between the elevator and Burger King.  For 

information call 952-854-7855. 
 

Dinner Club.  A Unisys Dinner Club meets monthly, 
from September through April, on the 4th Wednesday 
at 5:00 p.m. at Champs located at 35E and Larpenteur 
Avenue.  
 

 

  

From the 

Editors 

mailto:bjskj@hotmail.com
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IN REMEMBRANCE  
 

Hackel, Robert (Bob) Joseph - Age 77 of Hastings, 

MN.   He passed away suddenly on Sunday, June 14, 

2009.  Bob worked for Sperry Univac for over 35 

years. 
 

Johnson, Robert R. - Age 82 of Bloomington MN.  

Survived by loving wife of 54 years, Ruth.  Robert was 

a Univac retiree. 

 
McNicoll, Andrew Michael "Mick" - 

Age 88 of Minneapolis, MN.  Passed 

away on June 20, 2009.  He is survived 

by his wife and sweetheart, Marie.  

Mick was a Lockheed Martin retiree.   

 

 

 

 

Miller, Gregory P. - Age 68 of 

Bloomington, MN.  Passed away on 

May 31st.  He is survived by his wife 

of 40 years, Beverly.  Greg retired 

from Lockheed Martin after 30+ years 

and was a VIP Club member. 

 

Patrias, George R. - Age 67 Of 

Stillwater, MN.  Preceded in 

death by his wife, Marlene.  

George died from brain cancer on 

Friday 5/15/2009.  He was a 

Univac Subcontracts Manager 

when he retired in the 90ôs.   

 

Pearson, Herbert A. ï Age 76 of Roseville, MN. 

Passed away on 3/20/09.  Navy veteran, retired from 

Unisys. 
 

Schwartz, Glenn W. - Age 82 of North Oaks, MN.  

Passed away peacefully after a courageous battle with 

cancer on June 19, 2009.  Preceded in death by his 

wife, Beverly Mae.  Glenn worked at Rand 

Corporation, Sperry Univac, Sperry, and Unisys 

located in Roseville, MN.  He was also a member of 

the VIP Club. 
 

Wiesner, Robert - Age 81 of Hudson, MN.  He is 

survived by his wife, Dorene.  Robert was a Unisys 

retiree. 
 

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE MORE 
At the May board meeting, the Board voted to raise 

membership dues effective July 1, 2009.  For new 

joiners or membership renewals, the fees will be $7 per 

year or $18 for three years.  Members who have 

already paid the current rate for one or more years 

wonôt pay the new fee until their present membership 

expires.  One member has already renewed at the new 

rate! Submitted by LABenson. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

HONORING THE HOMANôS! 
At the June Picnic, Club President Tom Turba 

presented the óMember Emeritusô award to Chuck and 

Midge.  The wording on the award certificate is: 

ñCharles óChuckô and Midge Homan - in recognition 

of your significant CLUB participation and leadership; 

6 terms of CLUB service as VP, President, and Past 

President; a dozen years coordinating the summer 

picnic, several years as a Director, and Midgeôs 

support of everything!.  This óMember Emeritusô 

award includes a free life-time CLUB membership and 

an Ex-Officio Director position on the CLUB board for 

as many years as you are willing and able to 

participate.ò   

 

Thanks to Chuck also for his inputs to our Legacy 

web site and for continuing participation in the 

First Friday luncheon group ï also known as the 

óOriginal Geek Squad.ô  Submitted by LABenson 
 

BLOODMOBILE INFORMATION 
AUGUST RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVES. 
Thursday, August 13

th
 Lockheed Martin in Eagan needs 

greeters and servers 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 12 p.m. - 3 

p.m. 

Tuesday, August 25
th
 Unisys MACS, Eagan needs 

greeters and servers 9 a.m.-11:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. ï 

2 p.m. 

Please call Marion Scott at 651-455-7952 to sign-up. 
 

E-NEWS STATUS 
For those of you reading the newsletter 

electronically, weôd appreciate your feedback 

about the electronic versus U.S. Mail delivery, 

comments to newsletter@vipclubmn.org.  There 

are still about 100 members who have not let us  

know whether he/she wishes to continue with 

Uncle Sam deliveries or that theyôd like to go 

green with electronic deliveries.  A few prior 

issues of our newsletters can be accessed at 

http://vipclubmn.org/archive.aspx 
 

mailto:newsletter@vipclubmn.org
http://vipclubmn.org/archive.aspx
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