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Display Report for University, #2

Introduction

This is thesecondin a series ofeports for the VIP Club Legac
/I 2YYAGGSSQa KA &( 2tNIe URikelsiyf of ¢
Minnesotaunder a one year agreementhis summer sessior§ .
display focuses on the ERA spinoff history and the rich legacs
our involvement with computers and systems of the space agel

ThesiteAd Ay GKS 21 € GSNJ [ A0NI NP
(photo right.) The location within the library space is on thgs
second floor infront of the reference and information desk
(photo below) TheSummer Semestatisplay setupvas installed
on May 12, it will be there untilfall semester, about mid
September.

YADS

The inifal display during spring semester, 2010 was previousm=
R20dzySyd SR Fa (i KSMatchWrticle fodibeQfie
MonthQ The display use 1 KS | YA GSNB A 6 a@a
double-sidedboard Standing at the right, looking at the display, - =
is VIP Club President Tom Turba when the initial display was setup in January, 2010.

Display case d imensions are:

1 Each display case is 10
1/4" tall x 24" wide by 48" long.
Total stand and case is 35 1/2"
tall x 24" wide by 48" long.

1 The display panel is 79.5"
tall x 50" wide (this includes the
bracket to allow the panel to
stand upright). The actual
display panel space is 64" tall x
47" wide ; thereisal 1/2" metal
frame around the display space.

The est of this deument describes
the postersused and the artifacts
and books in the cases
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Display Side A
The primary side of the displa

continues use of the two large EESQ:EE:'NG Minnesota’s Technology Wells;
posters generated by a VIP Clu ASSOCIATES ‘
sponsor, Lockheed Martin. The toyf
Wo w! aiyySazil g |
2 SffALINARYIQ LIRad
line chart were originally created fo
the VIP / f dz0 Qa Minnesoty
sesquicentennial displayenues We
credit the design of these two charts
to retired WNISYS Fellow Quint
Heckert, alsa Club Director and our
membership database guru
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e ot (s o 408 70
e Parme vraers cne o e Lot W G

The otherposters on this display side
are replicated hereunder.

Poster A1 Wording
POSTER EXPLAINATIONS

This postewas created for the Minnesota Sesquicentennial to illustrate thig&dr Information Technology
Legacy which began with Engineering Research Associates (ERA) in 1946.

A ¢KS GAYS tAYyS I ONRPaa GKS OKIFINIQAa YARRES akKz2ga

is 1986when Burroughs bought Sperry to fotdNited Information SY &ms. UNISYS then sold
their Eagan based defense operations to Lordl9@5who in turn sold @ Lockheed Martin in
1996 UNISYS in Roseville continues to provide commercial industry systems and services.

>

A hy GKS LRaidiSNRa fSTid NB (KS F2dzNJ quieasg SSNA y 3

early employees are listed across the top left.

A At the top right is a listing of spinoff companies, the most significant of which wigsihwhen

2yS 2F (GKS F2dzyRAy3I 2FFAOSNERI 2AtfALY W AfEfQ b

A Above the time line are some of the significant milestones, i.e18&8delivery of the
' YAOSNBAGEQAE FANRG O2YLMziSNI FyR | fAadAay3
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Poster A2 Wording

T

U of MN and the ERAIT Legacy (1)

Since 1946 Thousands of University graduates have worked for ERA, Remington Rand UNIVAC,
Sperry UNIVAC, Sperry, Burroudhll|SY SLoral, and_.ockheed Martin

1958: Remington Rand Univatonated an 1103 computer to the University, the beginning of the
Computer Sciece Program in Electrical Engineering under Dr. Marvin Stein.

1977: Former ERA engineer/manager Erwin Tomash and wife Adelle founded the International
Charles Babbage Society, renamed the Charles Babbage Institute (C®19,jand then moved to

the University of Minnesota ih980,

1989 With support from industry and individuals, the University established ‘Bmgineering
ResearchAssociates Lan@Grant Chair in the History of Technolggyitially held by CBI Director
Arthur Norberg. Under Dr. Norberg's leadership, CBI developed into the world's leading research
center for the history of information technology.

~2005%¢ ! ! YA IPENE2 T dsgiag s @ helBe@ingteRand UNIVAC Nikgeus missile
launch computer block diagram credited to Mr. Rolland Arndt, a 1948 U of MN BEE graduate hired by
ERA in 1952.

2006 CBI Director Norberg retired, Dr. Tom Misa was hired as his replacementotdsithe ERA
LandGrant Chair. Dr. Misa is also an advisor to our VIP Club Legacy Committee.

September 2008hroughMay 2009:! f SOl dABY A SAREKU & | ARRSY | Aad?
presented by Dr. Misa of the Charles Babbage Instigiteted with ERA.

January 2009VIP Club representatives put documents reflecting the University relationship to the
gw! [S3I0e Ayild2 aAiyySazilQa oAOSydSyyAart {GAYS
January 2010Univ. & VIP Club signed a display contract.

Poster A3

Establish

History

1865 )

i "\‘I}‘q\‘iiﬂ LOCKHNEED MARTIN _7

Note that the History and
2N CORPORATE MERGERING " e Technology slide shown on
ed 1980 this PowerPoint pages part

and Technology * Corporate histories pre- of a presentation created
The Formation of Unisys

date ERA’s 1946 start. .
* Burroughs had an office in by Ron Q. Smith, a UNISYS

Minneapolis before their member of our Legacy
= 1986 Sperry acquisition. Committee.  That entire

' * The Remington name was slide show is available on
"e

o on typewriters, shavers, GKS |/ fdws0a 686 &
- and other non-computer
items.

* The 1947 Eckert-Mauchly
Corp. held the initial
‘Computer Invention’
patent before a 7-year
court battle by Honeywell
negated the patent in the
1980s.

22010 LABensor
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Posters A4 and A5

VIP CLuB RetireesofUnisysandLocI«:heed Martin
- 40 Years of the Legacy hip:/pclubmnorg

In 1986 Sperry employees and
management erected a plaque
commemorating the founding of ERA
at 1902 Minnehaha Ave. in St. Paul.

Unveilingthe plaque were Rollie
Anderson, Bill Geiger, Jack Nichols,
and Robert ‘Bob’ MacDonald.

40- year document copies available
from the VIP Club — paper or electronic.

UNiSYS LOCKHEED MARW

VIP CLUB Retirees of Unisys and Lockheed Martin
http://vipelubmn.org

Information Technology Legacy

*Display courtesy of the VIP Club’s Legacy Committee.

*Display coordinated with the University’s Department of Electrical
and Computer Engineering and the Engineering Librarian.

ePoster artwork courtesy of the Lockheed Martin Corporation.

Contact Us?

*Use the contact page on our website, http://vipclubmn.org. The VIP
Club is a non-profit, social and services organization of retirees from
UNISYS, Lockheed Martin, and their Twin Cities predecessors.
eLockheed Martin MS2 located in Eagan, Minnesota can be called at
651-456-2810.

UNiSYS PP o
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Poster A6 Wording
ERA & CDC Progeny

ERA Spinoff Organizations YEAR | CDC spinoffs

Ramse\Engineering| 1953 | n/a

GeneraKinetics| 1955 | n/a

Northport Engineering 1956 | n/a

Midwest Circuitsinc. (later becameFabritek), Transistor
ElectronicgCorp,and Control DataCorporation 1957 @5 CONTROL DATA

DataDisplay(later acquiredby CDC)| 1958

GeneraMagneticsinc. | 1959 | Flamelndustries

NationalConnectorCorporation(with peoplefrom Magnetic
Controls) Flortronicsinc, NuclearData,Whitehall Electronics
(later acquiredby ElectraSciencdnvestors) ElectreMed Inc.
(alsoacquiredby ElectorSciencdnvestors)

1960

DataManagementnc., TheradyneCorporation Minneapolis

ScientificControlsCorporation 1961

AriesCorporation,TronchemicsResearchnc. | 1962

Wiesmanteland Associates 1965

Analystdnternational grewout of AriesCorporation ComputerSystemsnc.
1966 L
(seel962). ComputerCommunications

1967 | DataAction(NCS)

Atron (acquiredby Mohawk DataServices)Comcet(became Astrocom,Datal00(became

1968

NCRComten),Comserv NorthernTelecomin 1979)
. . TheAnalyst,DataCentral,
United Software,Dicomed| 1969 TechanalysiDataCard

CommunityElectronics| 1970
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ERA Spinoff Organizations YEAR | CDC spinoffs

1971 | MidwestDataSystems

DatagraphCrayResearch,

1972 | c=mmany

1974 | Network Systems

1979 | Shugartg became Seagate

1983 | ETAEdgeComputer

Printware,Inc. | 1985

InfoPet | 1991

ProductDevelopmentAssociation| 1994

Display Case,Side A

The display case on this side continues the use of the Pioneer Pressisishefeatures the January®3

I NOGAOES aGa¢KS | {Thededt, liop hoakiethalS2eygntintids frdm3h& dpéing semester display. It is
the ERA 40 year recognition book mentioned in poster A4 above.
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